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Includes transcripts and photographs of
documents featured in the exhibition.
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Mornin Manor Country House Sale

In September 2016, the Norfolk Record Office (NRO) purchased 91 lots of
archives at an auction in Aylsham. Without the support of both the public and
of the NRO's recently established charitable partner, the Norfolk Archives and
Heritage Development Foundation (NORAH), this would not have been
possible.

The quality and quantity of the archives on sale led to an ambitious funding
target being set. The NRO was able to secure a grant of £5,000 from the
Friends of the National Libraries, whilst NORAH led a public appeal for an
additional £25,000.

NORAH received donations not just from Norfolk, but also from all over the
UK and even as far afield as New Zealand. The public's generous response
meant that, as the sale began, the £30,000 target was reached.

This has been a great start for NORAH, which continues to ask for donations
so that it can secure more archives and help make them accessible to all.
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Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/18 part

This document also relates to Stratton Strawless and the Marsham family.
It is a quitclaim of 10 January 1579 for the Manor of Stratton Strawless and
was made between Edward Clere, knight, of Blickling and Robert Marsham,

son of Henry Marsham. It is unusual in that it is written in English.



Partial transcript to the 1579 quitclaim for the Manor of Stratton
Strawless

To all Christian people to whom this present writing shall come. Edward Clere of
Blickling in the County of Norfolk, knight, sends greeting in our Lord God
everlasting. Know it that | the said Edward Clere do by these presents confess and
acknowledge myself fully satisfied, contented and paid of and for the sum of five
hundred pounds of lawful English money mentioned and expressed in a pair of
indentures bearing date the sixth day of June in the second year of the reign of our
sovereign Lady Elizabeth the Queen’s majesty that now is made between me the
said Edward Clere by the name of Edward Clere of Ormsby in the county of Norfolk,
esquire, son and heir of Sir John Clere, knight, deceased, on the one part and one
Henry Marsham late of Stratton next Buxton in the said county of Norfolk gent.,
deceased, by the name of Henry Marsham of Great Yarmouth in the said county,

merchant, on the other part ...

| the said Edward Clere do clearly acquit and discharge Robert Marsham of Stratton
aforesaid, gent, son of the said Henry Marsham, his heirs, executors and assigns
forever by these presents. And know therefore, | the said Edward Clere have
remised, released and quitclaimed and by these presents do for me, my heirs and
assigns forever remise, release and quitclaim unto the said Robert Marsham and
his heirs in his full and peaceable possession being all and all manner of right, title,
interest, estate, claim, condition and demand whatsoever which | the said Edward
Clere, or which | the said Edward Clere, my heirs or assigns or any of us may, might
should or ought to have as well of in or to the manor of Stratton otherwise called
Stratton Strawless in the said county of Norfolk ... lying and being in Stratton next

Buxton, Hevingham and Heynforth in the said county of Norfolk ...

In witness whereof | the said Edward Clere to this present writing have put to my
hande and seale the tenth day of January in the one and twenty year of the reign of
our sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God of England, France and Ireland,
Queen defender of the faith etc. Anno Domini 1578.

Please note that the date given in the document as 10 January 1578, has been
changed to the New Style of date, i.e. the Gregorian calendar, whereby the start of
the year changed from 25 March to the preceding 1 January.



These plans are for land owned by St Giles’s Hospital at Norwich, known as the Great
Hospital. They are a small selection from six boxes of deeds, which date from the late
seventeenth century, all of which relate to the Great Hospital's estates. The plans shown
relate to yards off Calvert Street, Pottergate Street and Duck Lane (now the bottom of
Wellington Lane), all in Norwich. NORAH was keen for these records to be purchased as

they complement the medieval records of the Great Hospital which are inscribed on
UNESCO'’s Memory of the World Register.

All three documents have the reference, Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/33 part.
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Many of the documents purchased at the
Morningthorpe sale help us understand the
history of particular places. They tell us
about who owned and occupied specific
pieces of land and the activities carried out
there. Many of these documents have high
evidential value as they can confirm
information such as boundaries, rights of
access and conditions of ownership. They
also tell what it was like in a particular town

or village and enhance a sense of place and h

e

belonging. Unsurprisingly, these records
are vitally important for both local and
family historians as they normally contain a
large amount of names.

—

Where boats seldom come (left) and
Watching them unloading, both by
Walter Clutterbuck and dated circa
1919. These two photographs are of
the quayside at Wells-next-the-Sea.
They are from an album which was
purchased at the Morningthorpe sale
on behalf of the Norfolk Heritage
Centre.




Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/84 part
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addition to court books, which can
be equally useful to local and family
historians. This document describes
itself as a rental for the Manor of
Watton Rockells. It is more of an
account book of rents owed. Note
the length of some of the arrears.
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Merry-go-round (main) and Behind the fair, both by
Walter Clutterbuck and dated circa 1919. Both
photographs relate to A. Gray's business of operating
a fairground carousel. The photographs are from an
album which was purchased at the Morningthorpe
sale on behalf of the Norfolk Heritage Centre.

Work, leisure and
politics

Many of the lots purchased
at the Morningthorpe sale
record how people earned
and spent money and how
they governed themselves.
They give an insight into
how things were done and
of networks of individuals
and organisations.

Like most of the lots
purchased, these records
lend themselves to family
and local history research
but also to those studying
quite specific aspects of
history.
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These two items provide a wonderful
T e A e insight into the activities of two Norfolk
Y s - o
businesses. The first is a font reference

Mo+ rustien 7 f Lol (T i
Bot. of %ﬂ?ﬁm book of George Beech of Hemsby, general

Ca:?;jl;l;ker Upholster, & Complete House Furnisher. printer and Stationer and is dated Circa
— 1920. The business appears to have been
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Extract from sale particular for Saham Hall. Norfolk Record Office, MC 3016/2.

This annotated inventory was bought at the Morningthorpe
sale and complements a sale particular already held by the
NRO. Both documents were created by W.S. Hall and Palmer
of Watton and Wymondham, estate agents and auctioneers
and both relate to the sale of Saham Hall, near Watton, in
1928, by the executors of Captain Charles James Randolph
(1859 to 1928). They provide an insight into a building which
stood for less than 70 years. Inventories are very useful for
understanding the interests and activities of the occupant
but also to art historians tracing the provenance of objects.
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BILLY THE NOMINEE,

To his worthy Friends and Partisans residing in the Ward
of Great Wymer, m the City of GOTHAM.

Marcu 20th, 1809.

Y& lovers of Liberty, souls Patriotic,

Ye virtuous yoters of Wymer great Ward ;
Ye steady oppofers of minions defpotic,

This tribute accept of my grateful regard :

And let me prefume in the name of fair Freedom,
Your Votes and your Int’reft once more to befpeak ;

For rumour prediéts we fhall very much need ’em,
Before the conclufion of next cleanfing week.

Tho’ citizen Staff droppeth hints of feceding,
And Proctor paft fervice is laid on the fhelf;

You’ll find all the TALENTS, the WiT, and Goop BREEDING
United in Yarror, and PurLAaND, and SELF!

A fturdy and thorough paced patriot is YAarLop,
And fit for our purpofe as patriot can be ;

For him you muft hie to the poll in fall gallop ;
‘We’ve none more deferving suck honor than he,

Tho’ Purland addifled to frivolous prate is,
His fame as a pra&ical Dentift {tands high ;

And, he’ll to oblige you draw all your teeth gratis ¢
Of courfe, fuch a FRIEND you can never deny.

Or fhould hungry children torment you with crying,
Of his anodyne cordial apply a few drachms ;

The remedy’s certain—youw’ll find upon trying
*Twill keep them for ever as quiet as lambs.

In praife of his med’cines what more can we urge—
They conquer all cafes, all ailments bewitch ;

If narcotic you need, or emetic, or purge,
Or infallible unguent to banifh the itch.

Then freely eleét us without hefitation,
And we fuch a set of associates will chufe,
Shall defy all burlefque, and command admiration,
The moment our worfhipful lift you perufe.

Perchance for perufing you may not find leifure,
Or baply in fpelling aflitance may need;
If fo, we’ll remove that dilemma with pleafure,
And chufe Thatcher Lovick to teach you to read.

Or would you excel in political fcience,
*WarD, ANSELL, and GRAND, will their fyfiem explain;
Ou them you may place an implicit reliance,
As men deeplyread........ in the works of Tom PAINE*

Now little remains my good friends to be done,
But the votes to fecure, and to furnifh the pelf’;
Thefe trifles accemplifh’d, th’ Eleion is won :
Huzza then for Yarror, and PurLAND, and SELF,

* In the arrangement of this noted triumvirate, precedency
devolved to the Citizens W, and A LL of courfe; as they
have each ferved the o(ﬁrte of Sheriff, toughe infinite aﬁor}iﬂlmcqt
of the gaping multitude. ' ! { |

To fee declining dignity fo {corned,

To fee fuch things with purple robes adorn’d ;
Such necks plebeian {well in golden chains,
‘With heads that boat—of any thing but brains,
? . /
Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/77 part

Numerous political notices and satirical
writings were purchased at the
Morningthorpe sale. They often relate to
individuals or topics which are fleeting
and are often difficult to interpret.

Billy the Nominee was written by William
Foster, one of nine candidates in the
annual election to appoint three
common councilmen by the freemen of
Norwich’s great ward of Wymer. The
three successful candidates would then
choose 17 others to join them in
representing Wymer. Foster and his
colleagues John Harrison Yallop and
Robert Purland were comprehensively
beaten in the election. Note the use of
the word Gotham, which was used in
England in the sixteenth century to refer
to the foolishness of a place’s
inhabitants. It was first associated with
New York in 1807 and was adopted as
the home of Batman by DC Comics in
1940.

In the General Election of 1802, Jacob
Henry Astley (1756-1817), British peer
and Whig politician of Melton Constable,
was accused of being ‘a liar, a coward, an
assassin, a scoundrel [and] a murderer’.
Astley won a subsequent libel action.
This undated open letter probably
relates to the episode. Astley's nervous
and suspicious disposition suggest he
was an unlikely politician, but as an ally
of Thomas William Coke his position was
secure and he served as MP for Norfolk
from 1797 to 1806 and from 1807 to
1817.

The Representation of the People Act of
1832, more commonly known as the
Great Reform Act, received royal assent
on 7 June 1832. The Norwich Reform
Celebration (left) appears to be marking
that fact. The Act extended the franchise
and amended constituencies so that new
industrial cities were better represented
and seats with low numbers of electors
were abolished.
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This estate map of 1735 of Sir William Clayton (died 1744), British peer and politician,
shows the demesne lands in the manors of Carbrooke, Westfield and Whinburgh. Sir
William served as MP for Bletchingley in Surrey from 1715 to 1744 and in 1735, the same
year this map was created, he bought the Harleyford Estate in Buckinghamshire.




Extracts from
Norfolk Record
Office, MC 3243/65.
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Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/67 part (top) and photograph of Horatio
William Walpole by Camille Silvy, 6 July 1861. The original is held by the
National Portrait Gallery (their ref. NPG Ax7425). This image is
reproduced under Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 3.0 licence. © National
Portrait Gallery, London.

The second diary of Horatio William Walpole,
which features in the exhibition, refers to
Walpole's brief affair with Lady Susan Hamilton
(1814 to 1889), wife of the Duke of Newcastle.
Walpole has drawn arrows in several entries
displayed. They appear throughout the diaries
and it seems, from their context, they may refer
to Walpole's sexual activity. In some instances,
sums of money are written alongside the
arrows. The diaries also document Walpole's
gambling and drinking.
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Transcript of the first page of the log of The Mary
Log of the Mary

About the middle of July, 1861, it was proposed by the Reverend James Reprieve, rector of
Fornham, County Norfolk, that a few friends in their respective yachts, should accompany
himself and his two sons in the Hornet, for an excursion up the rivers of Norfolk and
Suffolk, for a period of 10 days. Different yacht owners were written to, and after some

“ o . .
This log of The Mary, dated 1861, is possibly the
earliest account of a pleasure trip on the Norfolk and
Suffolk Broads. Some research is required to identify ; : 12
all of the participants as pseudonyms are used LHIAXTLE,
throughout.

E—

Norfolk Record Office, MC 3243/91
L | %



considerations the following gentlemen agreed to join the party, to form a small fleet, and
put themselves on a certain appointed day of rendezvous, under the direct orders of the
originator of [the] scheme, Mr Reprieve.

Mr Reprieve chartered and fitted up the Hornet, [a] lateen yacht, taking with him his two
sons and Captain Cuttle (alias Cutts) as master. Mr Treston and his son Penny, hired one
of Lucas Brothers' wherrys, Mr and Mrs Bob acting as master ...

|

LOC OF THE MARY
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Transcript of Thomas Astley Horace Hamond's travel journal for 2 - 3 April 1886

Wednesday, 1 Apr 1886: With Gray to Calais by evening train where we slept at the Buffet
Hotel. Clean and comfortable, “chamber aux deux lits”.

Thursday, 2 April 1886: We lounged in the morning about the town and walked out as far
as St Pierre de Calais where large works have been going on for a new harbour, but are
now apparently at a standstill. Then by train starting on arrival of early boat to Tournai
where we arrived early in the afternoon. An interesting old town with a river ('Escaut)
moving sleepily along through it. A most interesting cathedral and a wide market place
with a tower at one end. We dined comfortably and afterwards stood in the entrance
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of a church where a sermon was going on, all about confession and very dull. Finally to
bed. Very cold and a biting wind.

Friday, 3 Apr 1886: After an early breakfast and a stroll on the deserted looking ramparts
we started for Valenciennes, stopping on the way at St Amand where we had an hour or
more to wait. The market place has on one side the western facade with two towers of
what evidently was an enormous church, and which has a most forlorn appearance, and
there is something grandiose about the style, though this is not of the best. This is a per-
fect county with tramways leading into Valenciennes where we arrived by train about mid-

day. A very cheerful looking town and not much to see except the fortifications which | do
not understand. We lunched at a little ...
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The exhibition features travel journals of Thomas Astley Horace Hamond
(1845-1917), solicitor, of London and Swaffham, and younger brother of

Anthony Hamond who is also featured in this exhibition. One of the !
volumes includes entries relating to a short holiday in Belgium in May |
1885, which included a visit to Tournai. The photograph is of the south
transept and towers of Tournai Cathedral. |
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Many letters were purchased at the Morningthorpe sale.
Two feature in the exhibition. The first is by William
Windham (1750-1810), Whig politician and member of
the Windham family of Felbrigg, to Sarah Siddons (1755-
1831), actor. Siddons was extremely popular during the
1780s and 1790s, especially for her portrayal of

Shakespearean characters at the Theatre Royal, Drury
Lane.




Transcript of letter by William Windham to Sarah Siddons

| sincerely congratulate you on the victory obtained over malice and brutality, the first
night of your appearance. From Mr Lawrence a friend of Sheridan’s, who was present
upon the ovation, and who is just come down here, | have received the whole account.
Nothing has pleased me more than the style of your address, which completely removes
any regret for the necessity of delivering it. It spoke the only language proper for the
ovation, the language of innocence; disclaiming favour, and calling only for justice against
calumny and outrage. | regret that | was not in the house at the time. You will now [? rest].
| hope that the matter shall end, and that nothing shall prompt you to further explanation.

Your most etc.

Sarah Siddons by John
Downman, 1787. National
Portrait Gallery, NPG 2651.
© National Portrait Gallery,
London.



William Taylor by

Letter from William Taylor (1765-1836), Thomas Coff Lunton

of Norwich, essayist, scholar and after J. Barwell, 1833.
polygot to Mr Serjeant Firth. It relates National Portrait
to the life and suicide of Elton Hamond Gallery, D4356). ©
(1786 to 1820), businessman and National Portrait

writer, on 1 January 1820. The letter is Gallery, London.

dated 6 January 1820.
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Transcript of letter from William Taylor to Serjeant Firth

W. Firth Esq., London
Norwich, 6 January 1820
My dear Firth,

| am obliged by your attention in forwarding to me the particulars of Elson Hamond's
melancholy and awful end. He had an aspiring and a generous soul; and had his ambition
been early directed into professional rather than commercial pursuits, he would probably
have avoided this fatal shipwreck. How I first became acquainted with him | can hardly
recollect, whether through Mrs Barlauld with whom his sister was an inmate, or through
Dr Gooch, who took me | think to his table. When in London, | have been repeatedly
indebted to his hospitality, and had once the pleasure of his company for a fortnight at
our Surry Street residence. The commercial misfortunes which obliged my father to
dispose of those premises, and to retire hither, were probably overstated by report; for he
wrote me a letter, which | ought ever to remember with cordial gratitude, offering me a
hundred a year during my mother’s life, for whose inconvenience in having to remove
after her blindness | had perhaps expressed a strong feeling. This offer was of course
declined, and | have secretly wished it had never been made, because it bestowed the
burden without the utility of obligation; and my circumstances were such as not to permit,
when his misfortune shortly after occurred, the retaliation of reciprocity. | proposed to
him, indeed months of hospitality; but with an income insufficient for the wants of the
family I had no pecuniary aid to lend to his new enterprises. Something of disappointment
and coolness may have arisen from this; at least our correspondence grew less frequent,
and when he went to Scotland, he did not provide me with his address. | thought he had
been still there, when your letter came with its thunderclap. He was always subject to
depressions, not to say flights of spirits; and some of his letters to me are so incoherent,
that they would supply symptomatic evidence of insanity, if his friend Robinson could not
have given it. His habits were, | suspect, continent; and this, in my judgement, often
produces a dangerous exaltation of the ideas; his metaphysics rather removed the
impediment than occasioned the determination. After all suicide is one of the rights of
man which is rarely exercised unwisely; it is surely better to prefer instantaneous removal
to the lingering imprisonment of a madhouse. | can hardly reconcile to probability the very
early date assigned to the sealed letter - was there not in this something of contrivance to
give the greater dignity to his determination. If Mr Robinson is about to publish a Memoir
of Elson Hamond, and finds letters of mine at all conducive to the favourable display of
our friend’s qualities, | shall not pertinaciously oppose the insertion of copious extracts,
but it would appear to me quite as pious and amical a form of proceeding to return all the
correspondence to the writers respectively. Hamond's opinions of mankind are not those
of an unprediced philosopher; he often saw with the jaundiced eye of the hypochondriac.
Excuse my long prate and believe me sincerely yours, W. Taylor.



Both the NRO and NORAH were keen that this patent book of the Dean and Chapter of
Norwich Cathedral remained in Norfolk and was secured for public access. The volume
covers the period 1621 to 1675 and fills a gap in the Dean and Chapter’s archive, which is
held by the NRO. A patent book records privileges, rights, appointments and title to
property. It was a key evidential record for the day-to-day running of the Dean and

i 7 / @
i & . / .949«;0:5551 77 & ﬂf%
i ﬂ%ﬂhﬂ ek )4/45’) ﬁ"??‘té’?fr/d %
.L' | 4/497, 2 lad rti{ 153 rﬁﬁ }9
i 7 :}”/ St f%m;{tfa%# w%é’ 2 /ﬂ
i 73 a 7 “7, - rd 2
;! g s M’Z& oy f/’”g‘/’%‘”"”’ :

1 g Sy ﬁv ﬂf{r}f/ c’? ‘?44 ﬁ /
b e . 18 =77 1y, 19 & Az y,/é

| 3 A5 L7 / S ooty dom St

| %/ ”/'41%?; {,,.3 ff,,, V17 Py

/s

L

A & vedl et S Lrer agf2174/
ﬂ;@-ﬂmﬁ;% 7]
%f“& fila e (ﬁ

1-, P k- v . " .
Wi ¥ A 2 7 " )W

i & Norfolk Record Ofﬂce MC 3243/58




Chapter but is also a key resource for the study of the Church during this turbulent period
in English history. The pages displayed contain a transcript of a lease of 3 December 1667
of a ‘garden or orchard with a shud’, known as ‘Bradyes Tenement’ on Nedeham Street in
the parish of St Stephen’s, Norwich by the Dean and Chapter to John Fletcher, carpenter.

e ot gt b Ol
0241 4‘?:)707119&‘7/%;

g founs &ty Yy ot o= |
A {5 Qgﬁ? ﬂbé’y {08 ¢ y ‘fi(s1

f o @
;, f 4 Zﬁ@; ﬁﬁ%g ;;%gz:w
| 748 alhwacer
Lt _fFire i PR AL
5? zf , ”’”'%ﬂ

I A

H
]

Sz
7

s



A Norfolk Record Office conservator cleaning seals of a 1286
deed prior to its repackaging in a bespoke box. The deed is an
agreement between the woad merchants of Amiens and the
bailiffs and citizens of Norwich (NRO, NCR Case 10b/1).

ing Norfolk's Archival Heritage

The Norfolk Archives and Heritage Development Foundation, usually referred
to as just NORAH, is a recently established registered charity. It aims to
further everyone's understanding of Norfolk's past through unique archival
documents and rare printed works. It does this by providing grants to
purchase, preserve and process Norfolk related archives, so they can be
made accessible to the public by the Norfolk Record Office and its partners.
NORAH also aims to fund projects and activities which engage different
audiences with Norfolk’s archives.

The NRO is funded by Norfolk County Council. This allows it to do a lot
towards collecting, preserving and making available Norfolk’s archives, but
there is always more it would like to do. NORAH enables the NRO to become
more resilient and to respond to events, such as the Morningthorpe Sale.
This exhibition highlights some of the records secured for the general public
by NORAH's first fundraising appeal.

To help NORAH and the NRO save, secure and share 1,000 years of Norfolk's
history through its unique archives and rare printed works please make a
donation. If you would like to hear about future fundraising campaigns and
NRO events please complete and return to reception a ‘Keep in Touch’
postcard which you will find in the Long Gallery.




The Norfolk Record Office and the Norfolk Archives and
Heritage Development Foundation would like to thank all
those who contributed to the Morningthorpe Appeal; including
the following organisations.

Audrey Muriel Stratford Trust

Blakeney Area Historical Society

Federation of Norfolk Archaeological and Historical Societies
Friends of the National Libraries

Hingham Society

Martham Local History Group

The Martin Laing Foundation

Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society

Norfolk Archaeological and Historical Research Group
Norfolk Record Society

Prospect Insurance Brokers

Ramblers Association

Wayland Partnership

Wymondham Town Archive












